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Research productivity of
Social Science faculties of
SNDT Women’s University
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Dr. Ramdas Lihitkar
Librarian,
Institute of Science, Nagpur

Abstract:

This Paper focuses on Research
productivity of faculty members in department
of Social Science of SNDT women’s University
Mumbai. Productivity is the quintessential
indicator of efficiency in any production system.
It seems it has become a norm in bipliometrics
to define research productivity as ghe number
of publications per researcher, distinguishing it
from impact.

1. Introduction:

Scientific productivity in the form of
intellectual contributions communicated in a
written form is important to the scientific
community. Itis measured through publications
and citation data. Scientometrics involves
quantitative studies of scientific activities.

Evaluating the productivity of
institutional research end developmental
activities highlights the contribution of the
institution and the individual scientists engaged
in research. It also provides some insight into
the complex dynamics of research activity and
enables the policy makers and the administrators
to make available adequate facilities and give
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proper direction for the research actlvmes A
well-known productivity indicator is the number
of publications produced by scientists,
institutions or research groups. Bottie and
others (bottle, R. et al, 1994accept that the
productivity of an academic institution can be
calculated by counting the number of
publications produced by its faculty ever a period
of time. Supporting the above view John Hattie
(Hattie, John et al, 1994) and others also point
out that the individual faculty member’s
scholarly productivity can be counted and used
as a unit of analysis while evaluating higher
education. Counting can thus be used to
measures the status of academic performance
with regard to scholarly publishing.

1.1 Definitions:

“Research is an intellectual process
whereby a problem s perceived, divided into its
constituent elements, and analyzed in the light
of certain basic assumptions. “J.H. Shera
Defined the research as “ A studious inquiry or
examination; especially: investigation or
examination aimed at the discovery and
interpretation of facts, revision of accepted
theories or laws in the light of new facts, or
practical application of such new facts, or
practical application of such new or revised
theories or laws” Merriam Webster online
Dictionary. -

2. SNDT Women’s University:

The year 1896 marks the beginning of a
new era in the history of women’s education in
India when Bharat Ratna Maharshi Dhondo
Keshav Karve established an ashram for widows
and helpless women at Hingne near Pune. He
realized that to make these women self-
sufficient, self- reliant and self- confident,
education was essential at the ashram. Bharat
Ratna Maharshi Karve [aunched a programme
of schooling at the ashram, which later became

regular school for girls and women. In a society
overned by age cld customs and censervative
ttitudes towards women, an institution of this
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Table No. 2 shows that, the 27
researcher has bifurcated in to 12 subjects with
their articles. Out of total 2566 articles,
599(23.34%) articles were published by the
faculties of Advance center for women studies,
who got the 1% rank of this subject. It followed
by Education with 2" rank who published
570(22.21%) research articles. Psychology
faculties also possessed 12.89% articles and
very least by political science faculties with
0.85%. j
6.3 Authorship pattern !
Table no. 3 Authorship pattern

Sr.No | Author Research Percentage
Publication
1 Single 2364 92.12
Two 202 7.87
2566 100

As per the table no. 3, itis seen that only
7.87% (202) publications have written by two
authors pattern. The single authored
publications are contributing more to the
remaining 92.12% (2364). It indicates that the
authors are interested toward single authorship
pattern in research publication.
6.4 Scholarly communication of faculties
Table no. 4 Scholarly communication sources

disciplinary Multilinguzal Refereed Journal 3
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Sr. Sources used No. of Percentage

No Publication

1 journal 1220 47.54

2 Book 96 03.74

3 Book Chapter 320 12.47

4 Conference / Seminar 930 36.24
Total 2566 100

Table no. 4 of Scholarly comrmunication
sources indicated that authors are interested to
publish the articles in research journals,
seminars and conferences. A study reveals that
the major contribution of 1220(47.54%) articles
are published in research Journal. It is followed
by 930 (36.24%) article published at various
conferences/seminars. The 320 (12.37%) article
published as a book chapters. The publication
outputin the form of book is very low as compare
to others, it is just 96 (3.74%) among the
faculties.

7. Conclusion:

Publication productivity has been used
as a criterion to assess the research output of
Individual Scholars, academic programs &
institutions. The analysis of publication
productivity of Social science faculties of SNDT
Women’s University revealed that Female
contributions are more than male Contributions.
It also shows that the authors have published
articles inJournals, conference proceedings and
seminars as compare to books chapters and
books. The authorship pa‘tter for writing paper
is more on Single than the collaborative pattern.
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